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With One Missed Callamnd 27 Dressesin theatres 
this month, the maturing actor hits his stride 
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ONELORDINARY MAN. 
ONESEXTiRVAOR DINARY, ADVENTURES 


Prepare yourself for the adventure of a lifetime 
as modern-day fortune hunter Nathan Drake 
sets out to find the legendary treasure of El 
Dorado. Swarmed by pirates and mercenaries, 
Nate must rely on his wits to survive, while trying 
to unlock the secrets of this fabled prize. He's 


just an ordinary guy, hell-bent on an adventure 
that will be anything but. 
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Language 
Mild Suggestive Themes 
Use of Tobacco 
Violence 


.©2007 Sony Computer 
ter Entertainment Inc. 
puter Entertainment Inc. 


Uncharted: Drake’s Fortune is atrademark of Sony Computer Entertainment America Inc. Created and devele | 
Entertainment America-Inc. “PlayStation,” “PLAYSTATION’.and the “PS” Family logo are registered trademarkss0 
“Play B3yond” is a trademark of:Sony Computer Entertainment America Inc. “Cell Broadband Engine “is a tra emark.o 


PROCESSING 
POWER 


Utilizing the raw power 
of the Cell, each frame 
is generated using doz- 
ens of subtle layered 
motions. This creates 
fluid character move- 
ments and realistic 
facial expressions, all 
while maintaining the 
desired responsiveness 
of the controls. 


GRAPHICS 


With the ability to 
create sophisticated 
lighting models, complex 
pixel shaders, dynamic 
real-time shadowing 
and an advanced water 
simulation, the RSX cre- 
ates a level of immersion 
and believability in a 
world unlike any you've 


ever experienced. 
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FEATURES DEPARTMENTS 


20 JACK’S BACK 


After a string of serious roles, 
funnyman returns to 
his madcap ways playing a guy 
who recreates classic movies in 
the comedy Be Kind Rewind. But 
as the actor admits, it ain’t easy 
being the funny guy all the time 

| BY BOB STRAUSS 


CROZE’S CLOSE-UP 

The Diving Bell and the Butterfly’s 
explains what It’s 

like to have a movie camera as an 

acting partner 

| BY NATALIA WYSOCKA 


PLAYING DRESS-UP 


In the romantic-comedy 27 Dresses, 

plays a bridesmaid 
pining for the man her sister Is 
about to marry. And wouldn't you 
know, it took doing a movie about 
weddings to get the Grey’s Anatomy 
Star to plan her own nuptials 
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EDITORIAL 
GREETINGS 


SNAPS 
Ashley Olsen gets a kiss 


SHORTS 


Malin Akerman moonlights as 
a rock star; Top Canadian flicks 


SPOTLIGHT 
How She Move’s Dwain Murphy 


THE BIG PICTURE 


Cloverfield blows up real good 


IN PICTURES 


The harsh beauty of There Wi// Be Blood 


COMING SOON 
TRIVIA 
STYLE 


44 NAME OF THE GAME 


Fast, furious fun with Burnout Paradise 


45 LINER NOTES 


Marah’s Dave Bielanko 


46 ON DVD 


Don’t miss 3:10 to Yuma 


48 HOROSCOPE 
90 FAMOUS LAST WORDS 


Celebs ponder the power of 
psychoanalysis 


COVER STORY 


34 GETTING THE CALL 
This month you'll see 
handsome face on screen In two pics 
— the thriller One Missed Call and 
the rom-com 27 Dresses. Here the 
versatile New Yorker talks about his 
career, and why One Missed Call is 


Think About It* 


DO 30 MILLION 
PEOPLE KNOW 
SOMETHING YOU 
DON’T KNOW? 


If you've never set foot in a Hyundai, 
then the answer to this question is yes, they 
probably do. 

Because that’s how many people have 
bought a Hyundai to date. And then some. 

And what have all these people discovered? 
Let's call it the power of thoughtful engineering. 


Or maybe the power of standard safety features 


other car companies consider extras. Or the , 
unmatched quality that comes with test-driving 
our new vehicle designs the equivalent of 22 
times across Canada. 

Whatever it is, it means the kind of owner 
loyalty youd expect from the sixth largest 


automaker in the world. 


> LEARN MORE at ThinkHyundai.ca 


@P HYUNDArT 


| BY EARL DITTMAN Fashion resolutions for the New Year 
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one scary movie | BY EARL DITTMAN 


™The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trade marks owned by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. *THINK ABOUT IT is a mark used under license. 


editorial Famous 


DON’T 
CALL US... 


hances are, you haven't seen 

C Chakushin an, the Japanese horror 
film on which this month’s 

One Missed Callis based. 

But you may have heard the cellphone 
ringtone that’s central to its plot —a 
plinky plunky children’s tune that’s 
also known as the “ringtone of death.” 

In the film, and its new American 
counterpart, when someone answers a 
call with this eerie ringtone (which isn’t 
their normal ring) the voice on the other a see 
end is their own, coming from the moment of their death. | : "ss δὲ °s cs sess 

Creepy, yes. But apparently not so creepy as to dissuade scores of ἢ 
the film’s fans from seeking out the ringtone of death and making 
it their own. (You can find it all over YouTube, among other places.) 
That’s like the opposite of turning on all the lights in your house after 
watching a scary movie. You know, to get the villain out of your head. 

These kids (yes, I’m going to make the snap judgement that most of 
them are kids) want to prolong the psychological terror. ‘They invite 
the movie’s villain into their everyday lives, encouraging the killer 
to leave the screen and enjoy a vacation home inside their phone. 

It’s that sort of psychological tension that attracted 
to the remake. He says he liked the script because it reminded him 
of psychological thrillers like Rosemary's Baby and Don't Look Back, 
movies he loved when he was a film student. Read “Last Call,” 
page 34, for more of Burns’ insights into One Missed Call. 

From one extreme to the other, Burns also appears in this 
month’s romantic-comedy 27 Dresses. He plays 8 
boss — and crush — who ends up marrying her sister. The pain -_ 
is compounded by the fact that Heigl’s character has been ᾿ 7 τὸ wey 7yya™ = 
a bridesmaid 27 times, but never married. Check out “Maid to Order,” HM , 2 τὰ di : 
page 30, to find out how making this movie finally inspired Heigl to Re: cc | 
get serious about planning her own wedding. 

Be Kind Rewind has playing a guy who accidentally 
erases all of the videotapes in his friend’s store and then sets out 
to replace them with low-budget adaptations he shoots himself. 
In “Tale of the Tape,” page 20, Black talks about 
playing Muhammad Ali in When We Were Kings 
and one of the guys from Ghostbusters... 
although he’s not sure which one. 

And on page 24 we have “Spell Bound,” our 
interview with Canadian actor 
about the strange experience of delivering 
most of her lines straight into the camera for 
The Diving Bell and the Butterfly. —MARNI WEISZ 
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Fridays at 9 pm/9:30 NT 
PREMIERING JANUARY 11" 


cbc.ca/mvp CBC 
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The holiday season is a special time to 

focus on family and friends and begin 
the year with renewed focus and energy. I 
would like to take this opportunity to wish 
all of you the best in the coming year. 

2007 was an extremely exciting year for 
Cineplex Entertainment. In the spring, we 
launched SCENE, our new entertainment 
loyalty rewards program, across Canada. 
This card-based program gives members an 
opportunity to earn points towards free 
movies and other entertainment rewards 
simply by going to the movies or by doing their everyday 
banking. There are numerous benefits to being a SCENE 
member and we encourage you to join if you haven’t already 
done so by visiting www.scene.ca. We also enhanced our website, 
www.cineplex.com, to make it more user-friendly and interactive 
by adding increased search capabilities, the latest movie and 
entertainment news, theatre promotions, contests and movie 
listings for all of our theatres, in addition to an online version 
of Famous magazine. 

Our goal is to provide you with an exceptional entertainment 
experience, so in addition to great movies, we have also 


S eason’s Greetings and Happy New Year! 
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continued to expand our alternative programming at our 
theatres. From NHL hockey games to opera performances 
broadcast live from the Metropolitan Opera in New York City, 
to various concerts being shown on our big screens, you have a 
variety of entertainment options from which to choose. Last 
year, for the first time ever, we partnered with The National 
Ballet of Canada to show The Nutcracker, a beloved holiday 
tradition, at many of our theatres across the country. 

Justin time for the holiday season, we opened a new prototype 
design theatre, where guests can now enjoy bowling, a sports 
lounge, three VIP auditoriums, child-minding services and more 
— all under one roof, making this ‘he entertainment destination. 

These initiatives are indicative of our commitment to 
providing you with the highest level of customer service. At 
Cineplex Entertainment, our mission is to passionately deliver 
an exceptional entertainment experience to all of you. We hope 
you will continue to visit us often throughout 2008 and beyond. 

On behalf of Cineplex Entertainment, I extend to you and 
your family best wishes for a wonderful new year. 


Ellis Jacob 
President and CEO, 
Cineplex Entertainment 
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THE NEW FEDERAL ecoAUTO REBATE 


2 τι κι -πῷ 
= τς χ--- 
—— —— 
ae _ 
Ss 4 =, πα 
—_—_ Ὁ 
τος Ὁ". 
- = a Se 
Ξ τ πο τ. 
=e 


—s = 
_—— 


Good for your wal 


rt ae =F 

ΝῊ ee ot 

ee Se 
ie Oa a ae 


oe - 


ae 
80 100 “ 
120 “ 


‘s 
- : τς ἀπέ. τ Ὁ 
ἌΝ Μὲ... π᾿ 
a ' i τ᾿ i pr 
i ae =a ΒΘ τ s 
τ : al τ 
τὰ = nares αι 


GET UP TO $2,000 CASH BACK WHEN YOU BUY A NEW FUEL-EFFICIENT VEHICLE. 


Thinking about buying a new car? Then, why not consider a fuel-efficient vehicle? Not only will you 
Save on your gas bills, you could get a mail-in rebate of up to $2,000 on eligible vehicles. It’s the 
ecoAUTO Rebate Program, part of Canada’s ecoACTION plan. And of course, when you consume less 
gas, youre doing something great for the environment. 


For more information, 
call us or visit www.ecoaction.gc.ca. 


USING LESS. LIVING BETTER. 
www.ecoaction.gc.ca 

1 800 O-CANADA (1-800-622-6232) 
TTY: 1-800-926-9105 


ecoAUTO 


REBATE PROGRAM 


Gouvernement 
du Canada 


Government 
of Canada 


Canada 


© Note to Lindsay Lohan, 
Paris Hilton, Britney Spears 
et al. This is the way a lady 
gets out of a car. Madonna 
brings the elegance ata 
recent New York screening 
of husband Guy Ritchie’s 
Revolver. 


BENICIO DEL TORO, HAYDEN PANETTIERE, MADONNA, RENEE ZELLWEGER, SELMA BLAIR, ASHLEY OLSEN 


PHOTO BY BY JUSTIN CAMPBELL/ 
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© He’s almost as popular 
as the real Che Guevara! 
Benicio Del Toro signs 
autographs on the Mexican 
set of The Argentine, about 
the life of the Marxist 
revolutionary. 

PHOTO BY SPLASH-KEYSTONE 


© Heroes’ smiley star 
Hayden Panettiere was at 
New York’s Big Apple 
Comic Book, Toy, Art and 
Sci-Fi Expo when she 
jumped at the chance to 
pose with two Imperial 
Stormtroopers. But really, 
what on-the-rise starlet 
wouldn’t? 


PHOTO BY JANET MAYER/ 
SPLASH-KEYSTONE 


© Ashley Olsen seems 
more interested in the 
camera as Selma Blair 
prepares to plant a wet 
one on the lone twin. The 
fashion-loving actors were 
at the opening of L.A.’s 
Kiki De Montparnasse 
lingerie store. 


PHOTO BY DONATELLO SARDELLA/ 
WIREIMAGE 


© Starbucks in one hand 
and Birkin bag (okay, 
we’re guessing, but it sure 
looks like it to us) in the 
other, a close-cropped 
Renée Zellweger arrives 
at the Paris premiere of 
Bee Movie in style. 

PHOTO BY SPLASH-KEYSTONE 
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Shorts 


THE BEST 


FLICKS 


The Toronto International Film Festival Group (TIFFG) has announced its picks 
for the Top-10 Canadian feature films of 2007. In oh-so Canadian fashion, instead 
of ranking the films, the group chose to list the honourees alphabetically. Very 
egalitarian, but we’re secretly happy that L’Age des ténébres starts with an “A”. 

Ifyou happen to be in Toronto between January 25th and February 5th, you can 
catch screenings of the films — complete with Q&A sessions featuring the filmmakers 
— at Cinematheque Ontario (topten.ca for tickets). Some of the films will then tour 
major cities, including Vancouver, Winnipeg and Ottawa, keep an eye on your local 
listings for details. 

So, in order of the first letter of each of their titles, here are TIFFG’s 10 favourite 
CanCon contributions to 2007’s movie slate. 
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1. LAGE DES TENEBRES 

=> Denys Arcand 

A bored man (Marc Lebréche) 
escapes into a fantasy world. 


2. AMAL 

Richie Mehta 

A New Delhi autorickshaw driver’s 
(Rupinder Nagra) life transforms 
when he inherits a fortune. 


4 


3. CONTINENTAL, UN FILM 

SANS FUSIL 

> Stéphane Lafleur 
When a man wanders into the 
forest and disappears, four other 
people’s lives are affected. 


4. EASTERN PROMISES 

ΠῚ David Cronenberg 

A London midwife (Naomi Watts) 
unwittingly becomes involved 
with the Russian mob. 


Ὁ. FUGITIVE PIECES 

= Jeremy Podeswa 

Having seen his entire family taken 
by the Nazis during World War Two, 
Jakob (Stephen Dillane) finds it 
hard to live a normal life. 


6. MY WINNIPEG 

> Guy Maddin 

The director pays tribute to his 
hometown in odd fashion. 


7. A PROMISE TO THE DEAD: THE 
EXILE JOURNEY OF ARIEL DORFMAN 
-ὸ Peter Raymont 

A documentary about the life of 
Ariel Dorfman, cultural advisor to 
Chilean President Salvador Allende. 


8. THE TRACEY FRAGMENTS 

τὸ Bruce McDonald 

A 15-year-old girl (Ellen Page) 
navigates a difficult home life, 
a terrible school and sessions 
with her shrink. 


9. UP THE YANGTZE 

3 Yung Chang 

A documentary that takes you, via 
a luxury cruiser, up the waterway 
known only as “The River” in China. 


10. YOUNG PEOPLE F--KING 

> Martin Gero 

The stories of five couples — each 
one experiencing a problematic 
sexual encounter — are intertwined. 


Μὰ out for Canadian 
actor Malin Akerman in 
27 Dresses. She plays 
Katherine Heigl’s bubbly sister 
Tess, the one who’s getting 
married to Heigl’s boss 
(Edward Burns)...the guy 
Heigl’s character secretly loves. 
You may also recognize 
Akerman from last year’s 
The Heartbreak Kid, in which 
she starred opposite Ben Stiller 
as his delightful new wife who, 
out of nowhere, transforms into 
an over-the-top whack job. 
If you do know Akerman 
through her movies, it may 
be harder to recognize the 


MALIN AKERMAN’S 


Stockholm-born, Toronto-raised 
actor looking rather 
rock chick in this photograph 
of her L.A.-based band, 
The Petalstones. 

Akerman, who went to 
Toronto’s York University 
for theatre, joined the band 
in 2003, one year after she 
moved to the City of Angels. 
Her band mates — from left, 
Francesco, Roberto and Mario 
— were already a group in Italy 
before they moved to L.A. and 
welcomed Akerman as their 
new lead singer. 

You can watch their video for 
“Poison” on YouTube, as well 


ambo, the fourth film about troubled 
Vietnam vet John Rambo comes out this 
month — 26 years after Sylvester Stallone 
rammed the character into the world’s 
collective psyche via First Blood, and 20 
years after the last Rambo movie, Rambo Iil. 
Now anyone who doles out vigilante 


Artifact 


This month’s objet 
de film: Nicaraguan 
Rambo mural 


as a clip of a live Petalstones 
appearance at Hollywood’s 
Viper Room. 

The band put out one album, 
Stung, before Akerman’s movie 
career took off, leaving her less 
time to spend on music. But 
she swears that she still wants 
to keep the band going. 

“Time permitting, 
absolutely,” Akerman writes 
by email from Vancouver where 
she’s working on the sci-fi 
thriller Watchmen opposite 


Billy Crudup and Patrick Wilson. 


She plays Laurie Juspeczyk, 
also known as the superhero 
Silk Spectre II, in the adaptation 


“The 4 
¢ he Petalstones» 


=| 


& 


of Alan Moore’s popular comic 
book. “Although new albums 
will take a little longer to put 
together,” she adds, “since 
they will have to be recorded 
in segments, in between 
movie shoots.” 

Next month the band plans 
to sit down and start writing 
their second album, and they 
hope to play some more live 
gigs later in the year. 

So what does the rest of 
the band do while Akerman’s 
out making movies? Tour with 
other artists, she says, adding, 
“Everyone Is keeping busy.” 

—MW 


justice or uses excessive force to solve a 
problem is at risk of being called a Rambo. 
The embittered Gl’s likeness has been 
recreated via action figures, on T-shirts and 

in fan art, and a quick Google search 
reveals a surprising number of pet pooches 


named Rambo — almost all of them of the 
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lapdog variety. 

Even the small Nicaraguan city of Ocotal 
bears this tribute to a gun-wielding Rambo 
— muscles rippling, bandana holding back 
that luxurious hair — painted on the side of 
what appears to be a tiny movie theatre, the 
Mini Cine Hollywood. —MW 


Spotlight 


makes nis move 


aving just graduated from 
τ Humber College’s acting program in 
2005, Dwain Murphy auditioned for 
a small role as a dancer in the step-dance 
movie How She Move. 

He ended up landing the male lead. 

“| go for my audition in September and 
for the next four months | keep coming 
back to audition for the same role, then 
another role, then another role,” says the 


22-year-old actor on the line from his home 
in Scarborough, Ontario. 

“Eventually | go back and they say, ‘We 
want you to read for the lead male,’ and I’m 
like, ‘Cool, that’s no problem.’ So | did it, 
didn’t think anything of it and a couple of 
days after Christmas | get a call from 
[director lan Iqbal Rashid] telling me | got 
the part. And I’m like, ‘You’re kidding, | 
don’t have any acting experience, you know 
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that right?’ And he’s like, ‘I know, | know, 
I’ve seen your resume, but | think you are 
a great actor, | know you can do it.’” 

Set in Toronto’s gritty Jane-Finch 
neighbourhood, the movie focuses on a 
young woman named Raya (Rutina Wesley), 
whose once prosperous family suffers a ey, ; 
tragedy that forces her to leave her private ee Εν ἡ eer ᾿ 
school and enroll at her local high school. es ee pitas ἄν 7 , 
Desperate to earn the cash needed to | Ἢ : / } rey 
return to her posh school, Raya hooks up lS Y ae TH TR / 
with the charismatic Bishop (Murphy) a, “f / ἔξω EA ES JANUARY 25S 
and his all-male crew of dancers, who are z / ) 
out to win the Step Monster dance "ae 
competition. -. f 

The latest teen flick to focus on the 4 ; | | | 
step-dance phenomenon, How She Move ΕΣ Ἀ aie . | Sey J 
wowed audiences when it screened at the f as | 
Sundance Film Festival last year. But EATS 7 
unlike Stomp the Yard or You Got Served, a ff | F , 
this movie is proudly Canadian and, ap / fos | 4 
according to Murphy, the best of the lot. ale be | | f 


| = 
a ; J if 


“You see all these dance movies coming hia / J | / 
out and a lot of them either have great i 7 a es : / /, ͵ 
dancing and bad acting, or bad dancing | aie deg yf AS ij 7) | f 
and great acting. From what | see, this Is ae, x a : / / 
pretty much a new type of dancing movie the AM Py) B heed | 
that has strong, strong acting and strong, iS Se "4 / 
strong dancing.” ἢ #3 : “μὰ ] 

For Murphy, who grew up in Scarborough a Yee τ ‘eae | 
with a single mom and idolizing Will Smith, eS (ae | / ee Ed f HY / 
the chance to tell a story about kids who » os | ; 
will do anything to follow a dream hits | . Te 
close to home. τὰ ΕΠ. »»υ.. | 

“I know what it’s like to come from ae / iss “" 
nothing to feeling like you are on top of the 
world ’cause I’ve been there, I’ve done it, my U? . | 
mom’s done it. After my parents divorced i if ; BP ors / 
my mom and | moved into an apartment ome ge. / 0 xy bet / | | hisy 
that didn’t have anything. All we had was a i s* eee / / 
couch to sleep on. My mom fought her way me : 
back up, went back to school to get an oe | / 
education and now she’s a successful ay } eer” a 


woman with a job and a house. |’m proud / j 


of her and | learned a lot from her. “ee ΠΝ IAN FLAS ass AU IMAGE nomen EQUYBCTURES HEDENFDNDS GR WC KW argarSHVESTER STONE SOESERSTALONE RAMBO JLB PAL CHUL: MATHEW MARS GRAHAM ICTS 
select i ee ee 

movie, that no matter where you come Yr : an A UM re Aor AH πὰ ntl pf 

ἜΝ τα : ΠῚ ΕΟ, β , LiONSGATE ἽΠΠΠ XEVIVKING TEMPLETON JOHN THOMPSON "SYLVESTER SALOME “POSTE / 

is, if you find something that you love ie / anny ue, SOON ἐν 

and you are passionate about and you wwiw.break.com/rambo www.maplep ctures.com Ϊ rt {ΐ ᾿ ᾿ ies | ἤ 


put 100 percent of your time into it, ὟΝ , πὰ 
it will pay off.” —INGRID RANDOJA ἌΝ Ἃ 3 ἐξ ἐ ᾿ f 
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the | big | picture 


FANBOYS 
Sam Huntington, Kristen Bell 
Kyle Newman (debut) 

It’s Halloween 1998 
and four rabid Star Wars fans, now in their 
205, reconnect to celebrate the fact that 
Episode 4 is coming out the following May. 
But one of the guys is dying of cancer and 


theatres 


BY INGRID RANDOJA 


THE DIVING BELL AND THE 
BUTTERFLY 
Mathieu Amalric, 
Marie-Josée Croze 
Julian Schnabel 
(Before Night Falls) 
Get out the hankies for 


a gusher In a California town. The richer 
he becomes, the greedier he gets, earning 
the disgust of the town’s young preacher, 
Eli (Dano). See pictorial, page 26. 


ONE MISSED CALL 
Shannyn Sossamon, 
Edward Burns 
Eric Valette (Ma/léfique) 


PERSEPOLIS 
Catherine Deneuve, 

Chiara Mastroianni 

Vincent Paronnaud, 
Marjane Satrapi 

France’s official 

submission for Best Foreign-Language 
Film at this year’s Oscars is an animated 
tale of an Iranian girl’s coming-of-age 
during the country’s 1979 Islamic 
revolution. The film amalgamates all 
four of Satrapi’s award-winning graphic 
novels, which depict her growing up in 


won't be alive to see the movie. So the 
group decides to travel to George Lucas’ 
Skywalker Ranch to steal a copy of the 


film for their pal to watch. The script was 


actually written in 1998 and there was 
interest in making the film before the 
release of Episode 4, but that didn’t pan 
out and It’s taken nearly 10 years for the 


comedy to make its way to the big screen. 


neighbourhood church goes awry when 
they discover someone else has already 
grabbed the loot. 


PIRATES WHO DON’T DO ANYTHING: 
A VEGGIE TALES MOVIE 
Phil Vischer, Mike Nawrocki 
Mike Nawrocki 
(Jonah: A Veggie Tales Movie) 

The Veggie Tales series 
of films and TV shows feature talking fruits 
and vegetables and focus on teaching kids 
positive morals. In this film, Larry the 
cucumber, Pa Grape and Sedgewick the 
gourde are the verbose food products who 
travel back in time to become pirates 
aboard a 1/th-century ship. 


᾿ / AS 


one of Rio’s many favelas (shanty towns). 
The friends are about to turn 18 when 
Laranjinha decides to track down his 
absent father. What he learns about his dad 
taints his relationship with Acerola and the 
friends become enemies, caught on 
opposite sides of the violent drug-dealing 
wars taking place in their neighbourhood. 


CLOVERFIELD 
Michael Stahl-David, 
Jessica Lucas 


t 


᾿ ἡ \ 
NST 


about extreme skiing. The movie covers the 
emergence of the sport in the 1970s and its 
growth in popularity and danger, as more 
and more skiers seek out perilous runs in 
far-off places such as Iceland and Tibet. 


MEET THE SPARTANS 
Sean Maguire, Carmen Electra 
Jason Friedberg, Aaron Seltzer 
The directors of Epic 


this heartbreaking bio-pic of E/le France's Your cellphone rings, a progressive household, battling to Matt Reeves Movie and Date Movie are back with a spoof 
editor Jean-Dominique Bauby (Amalric), you answer it and hear your own voice hold onto her individuality during the IN THE NAME OF THE KING: (The Pallbearer) of the tiber-macho 300. British actor > p> 
who at the age of 43 suffers a stroke that moments before your death. (Does that revolution and her eventual flight to A DUNGEON SIEGE TALE The internet was buzzing 


leaves him paralyzed everywhere except his 
left eye. By mastering a blinking pattern 

he is able to dictate his memoirs to his 
therapist (Croze), which form the basis of 
the film. See Marie-Josée Croze interview, 
page 24. 


THERE WILL BE BLOOD 
Daniel Day-Lewis, Paul Dano 
Paul Thomas Anderson 


mean you’re getting charged for the 
minutes you haven’t used yet?) Anyway, 
that’s the premise behind this thriller 
starring Sossamon as the cute, plucky 
heroine intent on stopping the death- 
dialing and Burns as the hardened — but 
still cute — cop helping her. See 

Edward Burns interview, page 34. 


France as a 24-year-old woman. 


putting on her 28th dress, the one she'll 
wear for her sister Tess’s (Malin Akerman) 
wedding to George (Edward Burns), the 
guy she secretly loves. See Katherine Heig! 
interview, page 30. 


Jason Statham, Burt Reynolds 
Uwe Boll (BloodRayne) 
The role-playing 

computer game comes to the big screen 
with Statham playing a farmer who joins 
the noble king’s (Reynolds) forces to turn 
back an army of orc-like creatures called 
the Krug. 


last summer when producer J.J. Abrams 
released a grainy, untitled trailer in front 
of Transformers. |t showed a bunch of 
20-something New Yorkers at a party when 
the city suddenly starts to shake and rattle 
as an unseen monster attacks. Shot with 
hand-held cameras and without A-list 
actors, Cloverfield has a bit of the 

Blair Witch Project vibe about it — 
intense and scary — but you can bet 


Watch live (and encore) performances 
straight from New York’s Metropolitan Opera. 


HANSEL AND GRETEL 
(HUMPERDINCK) 

Tuesday, January 1, 1 p.m. EST 
(Encore: Saturday, January 26, 


(Punch-Drunk Love) FIRST SUNDAY the destruction of New York will be a 1 p.m. EST) 

Admitting he was 27 DRESSES Ice Cube, Tracy Morgan CITY OF MEN special-effects extravaganza. 
burned out after his last film, 2002’s Katherine Heigl, James Marsden David E. Talbert Douglas Silva, Darlan Cunha MACBETH (VERDI) 
Punch-Drunk Love, director Anderson Anne Fletcher (Step Up) (A Woman Like That) Paulo Morelli (Viva Voz) STEEP Saturday, January 12, 1:30 p.m. EST 


Spent years recharging his batteries 

and writing this loose adaptation of 

Upton Sinclair’s 1927 novel O//! The story 
follows a cutthroat oil prospector named 
Daniel Plainview (Day-Lewis), who strikes 


Having happily served 
as a bridesmaid 27 times, Jane (Heigl) 
possesses an awesome collection of 
sea-foam green, lilac purple and Dijon 
yellow dresses. However, she’s dreading 
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Durell (Ice Cube) and 
LeeJohn (Morgan) are two blundering 
criminals who need to come up with 
$17,000 in order to save Durell’s 
ex-wife’s business. Their plan to rob the 


This film, based on a 
Brazilian TV series that ran over four years 
and was watched by 35 million Brazilians, 
tells the story of Acerola (Silva) and 
Laranjinha (Cunha), best friends living in 


Andrew McLean, Glen Plake 
Mark Obenhaus (debut) 
See what It’s like to 
descend a steep mountain face at a 
breakneck speed with this documentary 
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Check www.cineplex.com for a list of 
theatres where you can watch them live, 
and to buy tickets. 


the | big | picture 


ff 


MAD MONEY 
Diane Keaton, Queen Latifah 
Callie Khouri 

(Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood) 

Three women (Keaton, 
Latifah and Katie Holmes) working at 
the U.S. Federal Reserve hatch a scheme 
to steal money that is about to be 
destroyed. 


»» Maguire plays Spartan King Leonidas, 
who leads his army of silly soldiers against 
the Persians. 


BE KIND REWIND 
Jack Black, Mos Def 
Michel Gondry 
(The Science of Sleep) 

You know what a pain it 
is when you demagnetize one of your credit 
cards. Imagine the pain Mike (Def) is 
feeling when his pal Jerry (Black) manages 
to demagnetize every VHS cassette in his 
small video store. To keep his most loyal 
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customer happy — a woman (Mia Farrow) 
suffering from dementia — the pair decide 
to re-enact her favourite films, including 
Ghostbusters, RoboCop and Driving Miss 
Daisy. See Jack Black interview, page 20. 


UNTRACEABLE 
Diane Lane, Colin Hanks 
Gregory Hoblit (Fracture) 

A serial killer tortures 
his victims online, and the more people 
who visit his site, the faster the victim dies. 
FBI cyber investigator Jennifer Marsh 
(Lane) and her team must track down the 
killer before he comes looking for them. 


RAMBO 
Sylvester Stallone, Julie Benz 
Sylvester Stallone (Rocky IV) 
Former mercenary 


John Rambo (Stallone) has retired to a hut 
in northwest Thailand where he’s content 
to keep snakes and remain zen-like. 
However, when a group of aid workers are 
kidnapped by soldiers in neighbouring 
Myanmar, Rambo straps on his big guns 
and goes into the jungle to rescue the good 
folks. Look for lots and lots of blood and 
gore In this fourth Rambo flick. 


HOW SHE MOVE 
Rutina Wesley, Dwain Murphy 
lan Iqbal Rashid 
(Touch of Pink) 

Raya’s (Wesley) family 
suffers a tragedy that forces the teen to 
leave her prep school and enroll in her 
former high school in Toronto’s tough 
Jane-Finch neighbourhood. Desperate to 
earn enough money to get out, Raya joins 
Bishop’s (Murphy) all-male dance crew, 
who've entered the popular Step Monster 
dance competition. The Canadian indie 
film was nominated for the Grand Jury 
Prize at this year’s Sundance Film Festival. 
See Dwain Murphy interview, page 14. 


THE GO-GETTER 
Lou Taylor Pucci, 

Zooey Deschanel 

Martin Hynes (The Big Split) 

A grieving young man 

(Pucci) steals a car not realizing that the 
car’s owner (Deschanel) has left her 
cellphone inside. She calls it, he picks up, 
and the pair gets to know each other while 
he sets out on a cross-country road trip. 


Pucks are flying and goals are being 
scored. Don’t miss your favourite Canadian 
NHL team in action on the big screen — and 
in high definition to boot. For game dates, 

a list of participating theatres, and to buy 
tickets go to www.cineplex.com 


FOR SHOWTIMES AND 
LOCATIONS CHECK 


.CINEPLEX.COM 
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INtervieW | JACK BLACK 


A 


In an age of high-def, digital and Blu-ray, Jack Black stars in a movie about two guys who remake 
classic flicks with no budget and on videotape. And guess what? People love them | sy Bos strauss 


ou may be wondering what happened to Jack Black. The 

crazy fool Jack Black, that is, who tickled us in The School of 

Rock, High Fidelity and Nacho Libre. The often dopey guy last 
seen, by just a few, more than a year ago in the big-screen misfire 
Tenacious D in the Pick of Destiny. 

Since then, Black’s been getting all serious and sensitive 
(for him, anyway) in more mature fare like The Holiday and 
Margot at the Wedding. It’s been enough to make some of us 
fret that his recent marriage and first-time fatherhood has 
domesticated one of the last great wild men of movie comedy. 

Be Kind Rewind should allay those fears. Manic goofiness 
appears to be the dominant tone of this silly-sounding project. 
But Black cautions not to expect flat-out dumbness. Like most 
of his funniest comedies, Rewind has something of a pedigree. 

“It’s a great art comedy set in a town that industry kind of 
forgot,” Black explains during a recent L.A. interview. “It is a 
story of friendship between me and Mos Def. I work in a 
junkyard, he works in a video rental store right across the street. 
We have an adventure when I accidentally erase all the videos 
in the store and we have to quickly reshoot all of the movies. It 
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sounds like an absurd premise, but it came out really funny. 

“We do a lot of recreations of old classic movies,” continues 
Black, his ample frame covered, as usual, by an unbuttoned 
checkered shirt over a T-shirt. “We do cheap, sh--ty versions of 
all the movies at, like, 10 minutes, instead of feature length. 
We’ re not very smart, so we think that we can replace them all.” 

The list of movies parodied is eclectic, partly out of necessity; 
writer-director Michel Gondry couldn’t get permission to 
lampoon some of the films he wanted to. But perhaps that makes 
Rewind seem more cinema savvy than originally intended. 

“We did When We Were Kings, the documentary about 
Muhammad Ali. I play Muhammad Ali, strangely,” Black reports. 
“We did Superman — I probably shouldn’t say that, we had to 
change the name of it to something else. We did RoboCop, we did 
Driving Miss Daisy. We did a little King Kong, too. That was cool.” 
Which parody does he believe was the finest approximation? “It 
was a pretty powerful recreation of Ghostbusters,” Black offers. 
“It’s pretty magnificent. It’s not totally clear who was who at what 
time, but I think that [τὴ Dan Aykroyd and Mos is Bill Murray. 
And I am also a ghost in the library.” >> 
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Celebrate) Family Literacy, 


This special day is all about families playing and learning 


together. Reading, writing, singing and surfing the Internet τὴ pec 
: 
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helps everyone become better readers and better learners. y 
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JANUARY 27 


FAMILY LITERACY DAY® 
Founding sponsor 


Literacy Foundation 
Fondation pour l'alphabétisation 


For family literacy tips, activities and event information, 
visit www.abc-canada.org. 


Family Literacy Day® Honourary Chair 


ROBERT MUNSCH 


THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS: 24by7 TEKdesk | ACLC Inc. | Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association | Alliance Atlantis Communications Inc. | Annick Press | BABY Stages | Basics Office Products Ltd. | Black Press 
Black Woman and Child | BMO Financial Group | B-Zone Magazine | Calgary’s Child Magazine | Canada’s National History Society | Canadian Family | Canadian Library Association | Canadian Living | Canadian Newspaper Association 
Capital Parent Newspaper | CARP | CBS Outdoor | Chatelaine | chickaDEE Magazine | Chirp Magazine | CNW Group | CP Images | Community Media Canada | Credit Union Central of Canada | CTVglobemedia | Domtar 
Edmonton's Child | Education Today | Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario | ELLE Canada | enRoute | Family.ca | Familykompass.com | Famous Kids | Faze Magazine | Faze.ca | Feliciter | Great Wolf Lodge | HarperCollins Canada 
Harrowsmith Country Life | Holiday Inn Express | Homemakers | Invest in Kids | Island Parent Magazine | Kayak, Canada’s History Magazine for Kids | Kidsinvictoria.com | Life Learning | Manitoba Community Newspapers Association 
Mom2Many.com | Montreal Families | National Adult Literacy Database | News Canada | Niagara Life Magazine | Office of Literacy and Essential Skills | OWL Magazine | ParentsCanada.com | Parentsource.ca | POP Jr. Magazine 
POP Magazine | Power Play Magazine | Quebec Community Newspapers Association | Quebec Home & School NEWS | Reader’s Digest | Robert Munsch | Saltscapes Magazine | Savvymom.ca | Scholastic Canada Ltd. 
Scholastic.ca | Schoolfinder.com | Style at Home | Success By 6 Ottawa | Sympatico.msn.ca | TEACH Magazine | The Beaver | The Magazine | The OPC Register | Theparentlink.ca | Thestar.com | TIME Canada 
Today’s Parent | Today’s Parent Toronto | Todaysparent.com | TORONTO LIFE | Transcontinental New Media | Tribute Kids Magazine | Tribute Magazine | Tribute Teen Magazine | Urban Baby & Toddler | Vancouver Magazine 
WestCoast Families | WestJet | What If? Magazine | What’s Up Kids Canada’s Family Magazine | Whatsupkids.com | Winnipeg Parent Newsmagazine | Yellow Pages Group Co.™ | YTV | Zamoof! Magazine 
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INterVIeW | JACK BLACK 


> P Like Fidelity’s director Stephen Frears, School of Rock’s Richard 
Linklater and Nacho Libre’s Jared Hess, Gondry has an impressive 
rep as an independent filmmaker. After making a splash with 
innovative music videos for Bjork and the White Stripes, the 
French filmmaker went on to helm acclaimed, surreal features 
such as Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mindand The Science of Sleep. 

Black certainly believes that he was working with a true artist, 
since he couldn’t understand half of what was happening. 
“Michel is a very spontaneous director and supercreative on 
every level,” says the actor. “He designed and made these 
homemade props and costumes himself that were unbelievable. 
I guess, a lot of the time, I felt like nobody knew what was 
going on except for him, by design. I think he likes to create a 
little bit of chaos on the set, then at the last minute focus it and 
yell orders to people. Then there’s a lot of activity, everyone’s 
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From left, Metomie Diaz, 


running around and it creates a really amazing energy.” 

All that said, the wacky doofus humour for which Black is best 
known dominates Rewind’s trailers. But where, really, does this 
versatile actor want to go now? 

Born and raised in Southern California by parents who were 
actual rocket scientists, Black started in show business with 
Tim Robbins’ theatrical troupe The Actors Gang while attending 
UCLA. Black’s wife, Tanya, is a cellist and the daughter of jazz 
legend Charlie Haden. He obviously knows that there can be 
more to a successful performing career than making as many 
people as possible laugh at him. 

“There’s a pressure to being known as the funny guy, that 
you ve got to be constantly funny,” Black admits. “You can easily 
get sucked into the Robin Williams mania of ‘Be Funny All the 
Time.’ I just try to take that pressure off myself, be in situations 


january 2008 


where I can relax and try different stuff.” 

That’s not always easy when you’ve 
made your mark as a funny slacker dude. 
But great actors like Nicole Kidman and 
Kate Winslet have sung Black’s praises, 
and he feels that a certain degree of on-set 
professionalism can open many doors. 
That and keeping the ego in check. 

“Am I humble and hard-working and 
sensitive?” he asks rhetorically (and with 
no small hint of irony). “I like to think so. 
Oh yes, I’m very sensitive. 

“T like to think that I’m easygoing and 
funny,” Black adds. “And giving, as an 
actor; that I’m there, off-camera, giving 
all the sauce. I think about ita lot, actually. 
What’s the best thing I can do to have my 
co-stars be as good as they can bee” 

In interview after interview, Black has 
gotten amusing mileage out of exagger- 
ating his sense of self-worth. But since 
he’s been playing sort-of romantic leads 
recently, he seems to have genuinely 
picked up a female following that, let’s 
face it, could go to even the most modest 
schlub’s head. That borderline sex appeal 
could help him break even further away 
from his slapstick reputation. 

But Black refuses to take himself that 
seriously. “I think it might be because I’m 
perceived as getable,” he shrugs about 
any sex symbol status. “Whereas, like 
Tom Cruise and Brad Pitt — there’s no 
prayer, they have no chance with those 
guys. But me... 

“And maybe I seem like I’d be a fun 
date. It wouldn’t be just straight-up 
dinner and a movie, I’d take ’em for a 
little adventure. And a little humour goes 
a long way. Johnny Carson said it’s the 
number one aphrodisiac...so I must be 
Verrry SeXy.” 

Next up is a madcap Ben Stiller comedy, 
Tropic Thunder, in which Black plays a char- 
acter named Fats Portnoy. His younger 
fans should love it. The more thoughtful 
or smitten ones? Remains to be seen. 

In Jack Black’s mind, which fans a 
movie appeals to is not an issue as long as 
the project does something for him. “I 
don’t really worry about who’s gonna 
think what of me when it comes to dif- 
ferent audience demographics,” he insists. 
“I can’t control it, so I’m just like, ah, 
whatever. I’m not trying to balance any- 
thing. I just wait for the people who 
interest me, who do work that turns me on, 
whether it be comedy or drama or any of 
that. I just try to work on cool things.” @ 


Bob Strauss is an L.A.-based writer. 
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INterVIEW | MARIE-JOSEE CROZE 


arie-Josée Croze arrives for her 
Vi interview at the Toronto Interna- 

tional Film Festival looking chic 
and radiant. It’s been three years since the 
Canadian actor left Montreal for Paris, 
and she’s been in demand ever since, 
snagging roles in Laurent Tirard’s comedy 
Mensonges et trahisons et plus si affinites..., 
Guillaume Canet’s Ne le dis a personne 
and, best known to North American 
audiences, Steven Spielberg’s Munich. 

Born in Montreal, Croze first grabbed 
attention (and a Genie Award) seven years 
ago thanks to director Denis Villeneuve’s 
Maelstrom. Croze played a successful 
young woman whose life falls apart after 
she accidentally kills a man with her car. 

Two years later she was cast as a drug 
addict in Denys Arcand’s The Barbarian 
Invasions. Even though it was a relatively 
small role, Croze surprised everyone by 
winning Best Actress at Cannes. 

Her new film, The Diving Bell and the 
Butterfly, had its North American Premiere 
here in Toronto the night before this 
interview, and the first thing Croze wants 
to knowis, “Do you think the audience at 
the premiere liked the film?” 

They did. 

The real-life drama was directed by 
Julian Schnabel based on the memoirs of 
Jean-Dominique Bauby, the former editor 
of French Ellemagazine. After suffering a 
stroke, Bauby (played by Mathieu Amalric 
in the film) was completely paralyzed and 
left unable to speak. Croze plays Henriette, 
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the speech therapist who teaches Bauby 
how to communicate using the only part 
of his body he can control — his left eye. 
With a pattern of blinks Bauby eventually 
dictates his entire life story to Henriette. 

“What I had to enact was very precise, 
very complicated,” explains Croze. “After 
all, lam the one who has to explain to the 
audience what is happening throughout 
the whole story. And as I spent my time 
repeating the alphabet, I had to try and 
find a way to do it in a way that was 
palatable. And that was difficult.” 

In fact, half of her time on screen is 
spent enunciating the letters of the alpha- 
bet in a loud, clear voice, waiting to see if 
her patient responds by blinking. 

And since a large part of The Diving Bell 
and the Butterfly is filmed from Bauby’s 
perspective, the audience spends much 
of the film fixed on Croze as she teaches 
him to communicate. 

“There was no one in front of me,” says 
Croze. “I was speaking directly into the 
camera. And sometimes, if I got too 
close, I would see myself in the lens. It 
was difficult because I did not have the 
pleasure of feeding off an exchange with 
another actor. It was exhausting. I had 
the impression I was wearing myself 
out from the inside. And Julian is very 
demanding too, he wanted to make sure 
that every scene was lively.” 

Yet, despite the demands, Croze doesn’t 
regret taking the role. 

“Julian has done three films: Basquiat, 
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Playing a speech therapist in 

The Diving Bell and the Butterfly meant that 
most of Marie-Josee Croze’s performance 
consisted of reading the alphabet aloud 
for the camera. So how did she make It so 
interesting? | BY NATALIA WYSOCKA 
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Before Night Falls and this one,” she says. 
“T think he is a great filmmaker. When it’s 
time for me to decide whether or not I 
want to work on a project, I have to ask 
myself if I will get along with the director. 
If we speak the same language, have the 
same sensibility and if I like what he has 
previously done, there is no reason for me 
not to accept. And that is what happened 
with The Diving Bell and the Butterfly. In the 
end it is a beautiful film that I love and 
am very happy to represent.” @ 
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Natalia Wysocka is the deputy editor 
of Famous Québec. 
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In| pictures 


THERE WILL BE 


oosely based on Upton Sinclair’s muckraking 1927 novel 
Oil!, There Will Be Blood takes place during California’s 
petroleum boom of the early 1900s. It was a time when the 
environment was as harsh and unyielding as some of the people 
trying to mine it for black gold. 
The movie follows the fictional character Daniel Plainview 
(Daniel Day-Lewis), who’s lured to the West Coast town of 
Little Boston to make his fortune, but who’s quickly overcome 


by his own greed. Only the town’s young preacher, Eli Sunday 
(Paul Dano), stands in his way. 
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This is writer-director Paul Thomas Anderson’s first film in five years, 
and only his fifth movie in the director’s chair, after Punch-Drunk Love, 
Magnolia, Boogie Nights and Hard Eight. This is his first period piece. 
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Edward Doheny, a gold prospector who decided to switch to oil, 
inspired Daniel Day-Lewis’s character. Doheny founded the Pan American 
Petroleum and Transport Company, and became a very rich man. 


i 


Another young actor was originally cast to play preacher 
Eli Sunday, but when he couldn’t rise to Day-Lewis’s in-your-face 
acting style, Paul Dano — who co-starred with Day-Lewis in 2005's 
The Ballad of Jack and Rose — was brought in to replace him. 


The only person Daniel Plainview really cares about 
is his son, H.W, played by Dillon Freasier in his very first movie role. 
But even that relationship may be destroyed by Plainview’s greed. 


Anderson was in London, England, when he bought a copy of O//! 
The book appealed to him because it had a picture of California on the cover 
and the filmmaker — who was born in Studio City, California — was homesick. 


Filming took place in New Mexico, California, Texas and Mexico in the summer 
of 2006 for a reported $25-million (U.S.), not a lot by today’s standards. 


famous 26 | january 2008 famous 27 | january 2008 


In| pictures 


>> 


The movie was released in a few theatres last month so that it would be eligible for this year’s Academy Awards. Daniel Day-Lewis has already won one Best Actor Oscar, 
for My Left Foot, and been nominated for two more, for /n the Name of the Father and Gangs of New York. 
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The world knew Andrea Manlangit for the beauty of her smile, 
which she brushed thrice daily. Then, one morning in the middle of her 36th year, 
| Andrea looked down at the running tap as she brushed. 
She then considered all the water that ran for nothing 
during those 36 years, torrents of it. Andrea Manlangit then turned off the tap 
and smiled a faint smile, which she continued to brush. 


See the water we're saving at toyota.ca/conservation 


— 


As he does with all of his characters, Day-Lewis spent years preparing to play this Jonny Greenwood, the guitarist for Radiohead, wrote the film’s ; 
role and, for the most part, remained in character while on set. twangy and foreboding score. , 
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INterVIEW | KATHERINE HEIGL 


ORDE 


In 27 Dresses Katherine Heigl plays a 
Single gal who’s been a bridesmaid so 
many times, she’s a pro. And wouldn’t 

you know, It took working on this 
romantic-comedy to finally get her own 
wedding off the ground | sy EARL DITTMAN 


summer hiatus of 2006, Grey's Anatomy star Katherine Heigl 
hoped she’d spend her following summer off laying ona 
beach at some fancy foreign resort. 

“I wanted to believe I'd at least get a couple weeks off to go 
to Cabo or something,” laments the 29-year-old, dressed in 
jeans and a [shirt during a recent L.A. interview. Alas, if Heigl 
wanted to keep up the momentum she’d built with Knocked Up, 
she knew she’d have to forego the beach for another movie. 

“Ispenta lot of years out of work, so I’d rather be tired and over- 
worked than bored and underworked,” says Heigl, whose early 
film roles include appearances in Bride of Chucky, Valentine and 
Under Siege 2. “Look, good scripts don’t come around that often, 
and while I’ve just had an amazing couple of years, you never 
know what could happen. I’m making no assumptions about any- 
thing anymore, because everything is a risk. I mean, I watch Lost.” 

The script Heigl ultimately chose was for the romantic-comedy 
27 Dresses, about a perpetual bridesmaid desperate to become 
a bride. Penned by The Devil Wears Prada’s scribe Aline Brosh 
McKenna, Heigl felt the screenplay was head and shoulders 


A: shooting last summer’s big hit Knocked Up during her 


above most of the offers she’d received. > > 
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HERE’S SOMETHING EVERY 
MOVIE CRITIC WILL LIKE. 


EARN FREE MOVIES AND MORE 
FAST WITH SCENE 


movies x fun x fast 


SCENE .[[Ε5Ξ 


™ Trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. 

®* Registered Trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. 
® Cineplex Entertainment LP or used under license. 
Visit scene.ca for complete details and eligible locations. 


= jiabank 
& Scotiab 


ΘΠ 


ἯΓ 316 


AND FASTER WITH YOUR 
SCOTIABANK SCENE DEBIT CARD 


Introducing SCENE™. 
The entertainment rewards program where free movies come fast. 
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INterVICW KATHERINE HEIGL 


“The film hits 

on a lot of that 
confusion about) — 
when weare ~ 
supposed to get 


~ married or when 


it’s too late;” 2 
Sas Heigl” 


> P “For some reason, a lot of them are horror or monster 
movies,” says the woman who won a 2007 Emmy Award for her 
portrayal of Grey’s Anatomy’s Dr. Izzie Stevens. 

In 27 Dresses, Heigl plays 20-something Jane, who has been a 
bridesmaid 27 times, while never marrying. When Jane’s sister 
Tess (Malin Akerman) asks her to be her bridesmaid — for the 
28th time — Jane is forced to question her situation, especially 
since her future brother-in-law (Edward Burns) is her boss and 
the man she secretly loves. But wouldn’t you know it, Jane meets 
anew man (James Marsden) who may break her streak. 

“It’s not goofy or predictable, it’s just this wonderful, beautiful 
love story,” beams Heigl, who, herself, is engaged to music star 
Josh Kelley. The couple met when Heigl played Kelley’s love 
interest in the video for his song “Only You.” They were expected 
to tie the knot at her Utah ranch two days before Christmas, so 
if all went well, they should be married by the time you read this. 

“It’s a story that I think a lot of women can understand and 
even relate to,” Heigl says of 27 Dresses. “Views about marriage 
and love have changed so much in our culture over the last cou- 
ple of years. I think the film hits on a lot of that confusion about 
when we are supposed to get married or when it’s too late. It’s 
also done in such a funny, tender way you can’t help but enjoy it.” 


Heigl says that even though the pregnancy suit she wore for 
Knocked Upwas a “sweaty, smelly nightmare,” shooting that movie 
kicked her maternal clock into gear. And in much the same 
way, 27 Dresses motivated her to get on with her wedding plans. 

“While I was doing Knocked Up, I realized that having a baby 
was nothing like I imagined it would be, but it got me thinking 
about having kids. I was engaged, so after wearing the pregnancy 
suit all that time, it made me think that after a few years of 
marriage, it would probably be time to start thinking about 
children. I’ve always wanted to have a family.... So itjust all sort 
of put it into perspective. 

“The same thing happened after pretending to go to all these 
imaginary weddings,” continues Heigl. “Being around all those 
weddings got me to thinking, “We've got to figure this all out. 
Okay, when are our Christmas breaks? When’s our hiatus? 
When do I have time? Is it just going to be a quickie wedding 
and no honeymoon?’ I tell you what, if I didn’t make movies I 
probably wouldn’t know what to do in my real life.” 

Although Heigl doesn’t talk much about her personal life, 
she does admit she uses Kelley’s music to help her get in the 
mood when she’s shooting sad or difficult scenes. 

“When I need to find those places in myself to bring out the 
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more difficult emotions I find little dark corners of the room to 
think about all the horrible things that have happened in my life 
[like the 1986 car accident that took the life of her brother, Jason], 
and I listen to my iPod and all of the sad music Josh has written,” 
she says quietly. “But in the last year Josh has written some really 
beautiful songs about relationships. I kind of make requests.” 

At least one song on Kelley’s latest album, Just Say the Word, 
was written specifically for Katherine Marie Heigl, but she won't 
say which one. However, she’s not shy about that fact that she 
considers herself to be Kelley’s muse. “I better be his muse,” 
she says with a laugh. “Wouldn’t that be horrible if you were 
engaged to a musician and he never wrote a song for you? That 
would be awful.” 

As for Grey’s Anatomy, this season’s ratings may be down, but 
the show 15 still considered one of TV’s biggest successes. “We’ve 
got our talons in everyone,” says Heigl. “If we can maintain the sort 
of fun, levity and the drama of it all, I think that we’ll maintain 
our audience.” 

But it may be that Heigl’s highly publicized salary dispute 
with ABC (she reportedly takes home about $125,000 [U.S.] 
per episode), and the firing of cast mate Isaiah Washington 
after that infamous homophobic slur directed at fellow actor 


TLR. Knight, has influenced how long Heigl will be at that 
fictional Seattle hospital. Particularly now that she knows she 
can find work on the big screen. 

“For me, I feel like there is a career with or without Grey’s 
Anatomy,” she says frankly. “I don’t want to assume that my job 
is safe. Ultimately, it has to do with what’s best for the character. 
I think that they have to make their decisions based not on just 
keeping the actors around, but what really makes sense for the 
story and the characters,” she says. 

Whether the next few years of Heigl’s life are spent primarily 
on the small screen or the big screen, one thing is for sure. 
There’s no going back to the days when she could run errands 
or do her shopping without being recognized. 

“It’s very difficult when you’re working the kind of hours Ido 
to have a life as well and to get the things done in your life that 
need to get done,” she says. “I mean, just going to Costco and 
getting your toilet paper can get complicated. It’s gotten 
weird. You’re going, ‘Should I get Charmin or Scott’s,’ and then 
somebody comes up to you and wants to know what’s happening 
the rest of the season.” @ 


Earl Dittman 15 a Houston-based entertainment writer. 
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cover | Story | EDWARD BURNS 


a puzzle. Cute and talented enough 

to have been a leading man, the 
New York native instead skimmed along 
the surface of the movie industry, 
appearing in the odd studio movie while 
trying to get his own films made. 

It’s been 13 years since the talky drama 
The Brothers McMullen — about three 
Catholic brothers — started his career off 
with a bang. He wrote, directed and 
starred in that movie. But despite directing 
another half-dozen films (including 
She's the Oneand Sidewalks of New York) and 
appearing in one or two movies most 
years (Saving Private Ryan, The Holiday), 
Burns has rarely grabbed headlines. 
Which is surprising since he’s married to 
model Christy Turlington, with whom he 
has two small children. 

Perhaps Burns — who turns 40 this 
month — is so good at staying out of the 
spotlight because his first job in showbiz 
was as a production assistant for TV’s 
Entertainment Tonight. 

“Twas able to see what stardom and fame 
could do to people...so I’ve always been 
able to put everything into perspective and 
not let any of it go to my head,” says the 


ΓΕ... Burns has always been a bit of 


The phone rings, you pick It up and hear your 
future self at the moment of your death. Did you 


just get spooked? Then 


’ thriller 


One Missed Call is for you Ι ΒΥ EARL DITTMAN 


Long Island-raised New Yorker. “Luckily, 
by the time I started getting attention, I 
had gotten all my wild ways out of me. I had 
already done my thing.” 

This month, Burns appears in two 
films — as Katherine Heigl’s crush in the 
romantic-comedy 27 Dresses, and as a cop 
in One Missed Call, a remake of a Japanese 
horror film. 

French filmmaker Eric Valette directs the 
latter based on 2003’s Chakushin An. The 
story binds a seemingly random group of 
people, all of whom receive cellphone 
messages documenting the final locations, 
times and moments of their lives. 

Shannyn Sossamon (A Knight's Tale) 
plays Beth, a grad student who witnesses 
the gruesome deaths of two friends, Leann 
(Azura Skye) and Taylor (Ana Claudia 
Talancon), just days apart. But what 
disturbs Beth most is that both of her 
friends received phone messages fore- 
telling their last breaths just days before. 

While most people think Beth’s claims 
are crazy, Detective Jack Andrews (Burns) 
isn’t so sure, since his own sister was killed 
in a similar freak accident. 

Burns spoke about One Missed Call over 
the phone from New York. 
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Why do an American remake 

of a Japanese hit? 

“After talking more and more with 
Eric Valette, the director, I was convinced 
it was a film I really wanted to do mainly 
because Eric talked less about wanting 
to do a copy of the Japanese horror 
movie and more about his wish to try 
and make a frightful thriller more like 
Rosemary's Baby or Don’t Look Now. I was 
a big fan of those films in film school and 
thought, “Yeah, that would be fantastic. 
Let’s try and go for that.’” 


You’ve seen a rough cut, was it scary? 

“It was really terrifying, but it wasn’t scary 
in the gross kind of way that I think that 
most of the other slasher-gore horror flicks 
being released almost every week are.” 


How close is this version to the original? 

“There’s a lot of things different than 
the Japanese version. The director didn’t 
want us to see [the original] until after we 
saw his finished film. Now that I have 
seen the Japanese version, One Missed Call 
is more of an intense thriller. It still has 
the blood and gore of the first one, but 
there isso much more suspense.” PP 


cover | story | BURNS 


> bP So more tension than gore? 

“Yeah, it’s funny. Even though it had a lot 
of gore in it, Eric decided to go with a 
PG-13 rating instead of an R. So we shot a 
lot of gore that isn’t in the version of the 
film that I saw. But I think they’re going 
to do a director’s cut or a collector’s DVD 
filled with more blood, guts and gore.” 


Is this your first horror? 

“ wish, but it isn’t. The first sci-fi-horror 
movie I did was one of the worst films ever 
made. It was called A Sound of Thunder.” 


Yes, | almost forgot about that 
time-travelling monster movie. 

“I’m so thankful you pretty much forgot 
about it. I hope everyone else who made 
the mistake of seeing it blocks it out.” 


It was based on a Ray Bradbury story and 
you had such a great cast, including 

Ben Kingsley. What happened? 

“It was one of those periods in my career 
where I was like, ‘I don’t want to be a 
filmmaker anymore. I just want to act.’ I 
show up [on set] in Prague, and on the 
first day I go to the big set that is sup- 
posed to be our spaceship. Immediately, 
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I’m looking at the set and I’m like, “Oh 
oh, this looks like my high school play. I 
think we got some problems here.’ ‘They 
are reporting to have an $80-million 
budget, but I think we’re making this 
for probably $30-million. And basically 
that was the deal with the movie.... I 
didn’t even see the whole film. I watched 
about 20 minutes of it.” 


How do you get through a shoot when you 
know you’re making a bad movie? 

“A lot of drinking. I did a lot of drinking 
in Prague [laughs].... No, you have no 
choice but to convince the people back- 
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Pasty ghosts from The Grudge (left) and Ju-on an | ΓΣ 
One Missed Call is just the latest in a string of Hollywood films based on Japanese 
horrors, or J-horror as the cool kids call ’em. Think of spooky flicks like The Ring 
(Ringu), Dark Water (Honogura! Mizu No Soko Kara) and The Grudge (Ju-on). And 
there’s more that unites J-horror than simply being made in Japan. Here are four 
common elements you'll find in a good Japanese horror flick: 
The action starts slowly and tension builds more gradually than in a typical 
North American horror film. 
The story involves ghosts and spirits. Largely, this is because Japan’s native religion, 
Shinto, holds that everything is possessed by its own spirit — rocks, trees, everything. 
Accordingly, there are a lot of spirits floating around. 
There are often curses in these films thanks to Buddhism’s popularity in Japan. 
Buddhism holds that everything comes back to you. In other words, beware bad karma. 
Ghosts (called yurei) usually conform to an image consistent with Japanese folklore. 
More are female than male, they have pasty-white skin, wear white clothing (the 
traditional Japanese funeral garb) and have long, messy black hair. —MW 
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Shannyn Sossamon 
and Edward Burns 


ing it to make it better. You spend two 
weeks trying to convince the producers 
and the directors to fix it. You know that 
that’s not going to happen, so you and 
the other actors kind of like get together 
and try to laugh it off. The little part of 
the movie I did see, I didn’t like. There’s 
a scene where I say, ‘I know what’s going 
through my head there.’ For months 
before it came out, I kept thinking, ‘God, 
I hope they cut that scene out of the 
film.’ Of course, it was still in there. 
That’s when I was like, ‘I’m out of here.’” 


It’s refreshing to hear an actor talk so 
honestly about a horrible movie they made. 
“You have to be honest.... I think every- 
one’s hearts were in the right place.” 


How do you decide when you’re going to 
act in a project as opposed to just direct it? 
“It’s such a crazy business. It’s so hard. 
For me, as a filmmaker, it’s like I go into 
these dramatic shifts where I’m like, ‘?'m 
a filmmaker now.’ And I go and I take 
three years off from acting, and I just do 
my little movies. ‘Then after that I’m like, 
‘I want to do that again. I want to go and 
act in a couple of movies.’ A lot of times 
you're forced to take what’s available at 
the time. You try and find the best project. 
I’ve always tried to find interesting people 
to work with, that I can learn from.” 


Does it bother you when the tabloids 

delve into your personal life with 

Christy Turlington? 

“Luckily, I worked as a production assis- 
tant at Entertainment Tonight for four 
years, and 1 think that maybe it gave me 
more of a realistic outlook on that whole 
side of the business. It’s a pain, and it’s 
never fun to have to deal with, but when 
you get into this business, you quickly 
learn that’s a part of the deal.” @ 


Earl Dittman 15 a Houston-based writer. 
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Jan5 Encore Performance 
Gounod 


ROMEO et JULIETTE 


Jan 1 Humperdinck 


HANSEL and GRETEL 


Encore Performance : Jan 26 
Jan12 ~~ Verdi 


MACBETH 


Encore Performance : Feb 09 
Feb 16 = Puccini 


MANON LESCAUT 


Encore Performance: Mar 01 
Mar15_ Britten 


PETER GRIMES 


Encore Performance : Mar 29 
Mar 22 Wagner 


TRISTAN und ISOLDE 


Encore Performance: April 12 


Apr 5 Puccini 


LA BOHEME... 


Encore Performance : May 03 
Apr 26 Donizetti 
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coming | soon trivia | 


waitfor... ΚΙ ΠΕ 


BRIEFLY 


plays his 


second 
character, after 2000's 
How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas. But this 
time only his voice 
is needed for the 
animated adaptation of 
Horton Hears a Who! 

S wistarliSielars: Carrey is the elephant 


Scarlett Johansson (left) Horton, while 


and Natalie Portman pipes up as 
in The Other Boleyn Girl The Mayor of Who-ville. 


THE OTH ER see a costume drama. more famous of the mistress. Ick. But 
BOLEYN GIRL With a screenplay two, having married at least she lived. ΕΝ 
by on-a-roll writer King Henry VIII The film is based ; 
Peter Morgan (The Last (Eric Bana does the on Philippa Gregory’s turns his 
Scarlett Johansson King of Scotland, honours asaslimand _ bestselling novel, ἘΠ A 
and Natalie Portman The Queen), this trim early model), which imagines all for this 
swathed in silk and dramatic period piece eventually losing her sorts of wild intrigue documentary that was 


helping each other get follows the two Boleyn head when he becomes __ and plot developments 
sisters, Anne (Portman) — disenchanted with her. for the man-sharing 


dressed may just be 


enough to get a larger and Mary (Johansson). Mary, on the other 
than usual crowd out to Anne, of course, is the hand, was Henry’s 
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VANTAGE POINT 


Take elements from the 
Kennedy assassination, throw in 
some lore from Saddam Hussein’s 
reign and mix It all up in the 
style of Akira Kurosawa’s 
Rashdmon and you’ve got some 
insight into the complicated 
thriller Vantage Point. 

William Hurt plays the 
U.S. commander-in-chief, 
President Ashton, in Spain for 
an anti-terrorism conference 
when the Secret Service 
discovers a plot to assassinate 
him. So, he’s replaced with 
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shot over two days as 
the Stones played 
New York’s Beacon 


irls. Most of it 
girls. Most of | Theatre in 2006. 


never happened. 


a look-a-like for a public 
appearance (like the ones 
Hussein reportedly used). The 
look-a-like is indeed shot (could 
it be from that open window?), 
creating an additional problem: 
How can the White House reveal 
that the real President is alive 
and well? With the assassins still 
on Ashton’s trail, he may not be 
alive for long anyway. 

Like Kurosawa’s ground- 
breaking Rashémon, the story is _ filmed the entire event. 
told from several perspectives — The script was written by 


γ; 
ος From left: Matthew Fox, 
illiam Hurt, Dennis Quaid anth 
Richard T. Jones in,Vantage Point 


offered to 24 as Season Five’s 
plotline. The producers 


including those of two Secret newcomer Barry Levy, and is in considered it, but ultimately 
Service agents (Dennis Quaid, the hands of director Pete Travis, | declined since they’d already 
Matthew Fox) and an American who’s only done TV to this point. | done the whole Presidential 


tourist (Forest Whitaker) who Word is, the story was first assassination thing. 


famous 38 | january 2008 


Ice Cube stars in this month’s 
crime-comedy First Sunday. 
In which film did Cube make 
his big-screen debut as a kid 
caught up in the violence of 
his tough neighbourhood? 


Fanboys follows a group 

of friends who travel to 

George Lucas’ Skywalker Ranch 
to steal an early copy of 

Star Wars: Episode | - 

The Phantom Menace for a 
dying friend. Carrie Fisher has a 
cameo. What's the full name of 
Fisher’s Star Wars character? 


- ᾿ 

migpys’ boys, from left: Chris” 

eDalpogler and Kyle Newman 
es, ἢ Ε" 


In which movie did One Missed 
Call’s Shannyn Sossamon play 
Lady Jocelyn? Clue: It was her 
first film. 


The fourth Rambo movie, titled 
simply Rambo, comes out this 
month. Sylvester Stallone’s first 
movie about the Vietnam vet 
came out in 1982. Was it called 
John Rambo, First Blood, 

Blood Brother or Blood Simple? 


Director Paul Thomas Anderson’s 
first movie in more than five 
years is this month’s There Will 
Be Blood. Can you name his last 
big-screen release? Clue: It 
starred Adam Sandler. 


Rambo's Sylvester Stall 


Malin Akerman plays a woman 
about to get married in 

27 Dresses. [πῃ which other 
recent Hollywood flick did the 
Canadian actor get married? 


Hip-hop artist Mos Def runs a 
video store in Be Kind Rewind. 
His real name Is Dante Smith, 
so what does Mos Def stand for 
— Most Definitely, Almost Deaf, 
Most Defiant or Most Deft? 
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10 ways to start the New Year off right | By Liza HERZ 


We love New Year’s resolutions. 
A chance to begin again with a clean 
slate. And we always make the same 
resolution. This year we will plan our 
outfits for the whole week ahead. This 
year we will lay them out on the bed; 
accessories included. No more rushing 
in the morning and no more relying on 
our fallback uniform of black cashmere 


turtleneck, jeans and boots. 

This year, we promise to take care of 
our wardrobe with cedar hangers, 
shoetrees, drawer liner sheets. ‘This year 
we will gently hand wash everything that 
says ‘Dry Clean Only’ and we won’t 
shrink a single sweater. 


But what will these carefully 
coordinated outfits be? What’s best to 
wear after the excesses of the holidays? 
There are two different schools of 
thought governing this. Certain diet 
doctors suggest tight clothes that really 
let you know if you've gained a pound 
or two. Such restrictive garments act 
like a continual warning bell going off 
in your head (too fat, too fat). 

The other, kinder, gentler, camp 
recognizes that holiday festivities may 
have left you with a bit of (as the French 
say, because everything sounds better in 
French) avoir du poids. That’s why we 
think that fall’s recent sweater-dress 
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trend still has many miles to go. 

If you want to get even more 
comfortable, you can capitulate to the 
comfort of drawstring pants, thereby 
revealing your weakness to the world, 
or go the stealth route by wearing yoga 
pants everywhere. You won't look like 
the colossal slob that you would if you 
wore baggy sweats, you'll just look like 
you re on your way to or from your 
workout (carry a fancy water bottle at 
all times to maintain the fiction). 

Besides, if you do wear a lot of exercise 
gear, perhaps you'll be inspired to 
actually work out. This time of year, that 
can only be considered a good thing. 
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CATON ἐπ 
dandruff shampoo 


smooth & silky 


shampooing antipelliculaire 


lisses et soyeux 


@ Perfect over gym gear or dressier wear, 
a ($250, Timberland) 
is achic alternative to the ubiquitous 
puffy black coat. 


@ Have a fashion moment with every sip. 


($6, select grocery stores) with its Alpine lace 
design is a modern accessory to carry around 
or place proudly on your table. 


@ Diet dress: Not only does the fitted bodice 
of this ($155, Firetrap, 
866-240-2808 for stores) let you know 
when you’ve overindulged, you'll still need 

to leave enough room to fit a thin sweater 
under it to stay warm. 


@ Combat seasonal hat-head and get some 
oomph with 

($5.50, drugstores) for great body 
and movement without that dreaded 
immobile crispy hair. 


(Θ᾽ Make your New Year's closet clean-out 
more stylish with ; 
scented with the new, summery Infusion D’Iris 
fragrance, ($75, Holt Renfrew) and embossed 
with an oversized Prada crest. 


@ Essential fatty acids from arctic berries 
and mineral-rich Icelandic water in 

($110, 
Holt Renfrew) provide antioxidant protection 
from harsh stressors like UV rays and 
pollution, while intense moisture refines 
and relaxes tense, furrowed skin. 


($70, Esprit) with 
a stylish empire waist is forgiving if you’ve 
added a few extra pounds over the holidays 
(not that we’re saying you did). 


($60, La Senza) come in such a subtle 
Armani-esque taupe that only their shape 
gives them away as workout wear. 


@ Quebeckers understand winter’s effect on 
skin, so Montreal’s Bella Pella created their 

($19, bellapella.com) 
with a mild soap to cleanse without drying 
and granulated sugar to gently exfoliate. 


@ As our skin (and scalp) gets drier during 
the winter it’s nice to know that 

and new 
matching ($7 each, drug and 
grocery stores) provide superior glossing 
with serious dandruff protection. 


@® Glamorous 

(50 ml eau de toilette spray, $69, 
major retailers), Sarah Jessica Parker’s 
second fragrance, intoxicates with fresh 
green notes layered with chocolate, teak 
and vetiver in an irresistible distillate 
that’s unmistakably feminine. 


@ Cheeky 


Guerlain’s (50 ml eau de 
toilette spray, $75, Shoppers Drug Mart 
Beauty Boutiques) blends raspberry and 
vanilla with jasmine and almond blossom 
for a floral that is playful and girly. 


@Stylish 
Redolent of white flowers and sparkling 
with lichee and raspberry, 

(50 ml eau de toilette spray, $70, 
major retailers) is like its namesake jewel, 


With no flowers or fresh-cut grass to smell, β | ὶ Bn ell dazzling and sophisticated all at once. 


winter is the bleakest season for our poor old nose. \ δὼ | i | @ Flirty 
Fortunately, great bottled scents abound this year. | a Waterlike fragrances are not just for summer. 
From richly heady to bright and airy, there is a | if He ee ἃ ahi τ Dau 

; 4) | oilette spray, , Ihe Bay) warms aqueous 
scent for every person, event or mood. Here Is notes with vanilla for a fragrance that is both 


a clutch of the season’s best [ΒΥ LIZA HERZ . | | voluptuous and full of light. 
@ Vysterious 


Dior’s seductive (50 ml eau 
de parfum spray, $87, The Bay) surrounds a 
heart of velvety rose absolute with darkly 
resinous patchouli, an alchemy that 
positively smoulders on the skin. 


@ Daring 

As bold and chic as glossy fuchsia lips, 
Yves Saint Laurent’s (50 ml eau de 
toilette spray, $90, The Bay), is anchored 
with razor-sharp citron that mellows into a 
captivating floral that is never ever delicate. 


SWEET GUYS 


@ Powertul 


Clive Owen should have been the new 

James Bond but we'll settle for him as the 
face of Lancéme’s (50 ml 
eau de toilette spray, $60, major retailers). 

A fusion of grassy lavender, musk and amber, 
it is as strong (and soulful) as Clive himself. 


@ |ndividualistic 

Feminine notes like violet, nutmeg and 
grapefruit zest happily coexist with 
sandalwood, patchouli and amber in 

David Beckham’s latest, 

(50 ml eau de toilette spray, $53, major 
retailers), a Surprisingly complex and deeply 
idiosyncratic fragrance. 
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Old-school racing fun is the key to the latest Burnout title | BY SCOTT GARDNER 


Like the "94 Mustang or the 
recently reimagined Chevy 
Camaro, Burnout Paradise 
updates a once great series — 
not to mention genre — that’s 
more than ready for a new coat 
of paint. But first, a look in the 
rearview mirror. 

Simulation-style racing 
games (Forza Motorsport, 
Gran Turismo) go all-out to 
replicate the difficult handling 
of a performance car. As they 
race, highly disciplined 


Vl Te 
Wil, DS 


Originally a free minigame, then a 
downloadable Xbox Live Arcade title, this 
simple but immensely engaging shooter 
has now earned a place in Nintendo’s 
lineup. Basically, you’re a little spaceship 
in a big black galaxy, using lasers and 
bombs to survive wave after endless wave 


of marauders. 


gearheads accumulate virtual 
prize money to spend on better 
tires, fuel injectors and custom 
detailing. They’ve even been 
known to play using mocked-up 
car interiors — as in a driving 
wheel, foot pedals and real car 
seat in their living room (or the 
basement, if there’s a strong 
female presence around). 
Arcade-style games like 
Burnout, however, reward 
behaviour that would land you 
in the crowbar hotel...or worse. 


You floor it constantly, sideswipe 


opponents, and if the car sails 


BAI ΓΙ 
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In fact, Geometry Wars might have the 
highest casualty count of any recent game, 
but there’s no blood. You see, these 
marauders are tiny purple pinwheels, blue 
triangles, white squiggles...you get the 
idea. New features include multiplayer and 
a campaign mode, and believe us — before 
long you will fear the red ovals as much as 
any snarling, slime-covered alien. 


Although the Wii isn’t known for 
spectacular visuals, it’s hard to imagine a 
more beautifully rendered undersea world 
than the fictional Manaurai Sea in 

Endless Ocean. Another open-ended 
“sandbox” game, you don scuba gear to 
Snap photos, explore ruins and wrecks, and 
interact with an extensive range of real-life 
undersea creatures. 


over a Cliff, well, you lose a 
few seconds, then you’re back 
in the race. The best ones (like 
2004’s Burnout 3: Takedown) 
are pure adrenaline, at least 
when you're actually racing. 
To get the rush you have to pick 
a city, car, track and race type 
from agonizingly slow menus 
as your extremities twitch with 
anticipation and impatience. 
And while the graphics get 
better every year, little else 
has changed — until now. 
Welcome to Paradise City 
where the grass is green, the 
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girls are pretty, and menus, 

load times and online lobbies 
are just a memory. To race here, 
just pull up to one of 120 
stoplights and hit the gas. The 
whole city is open to explore, 
every street lists stats on its 
fastest times and biggest 
crashes, and your driver’s 
license holds all your records. 
Demolition fans still get the 
hilariously destructive “crash” 
mode, but pileups can happen 
anywhere — no more preset 
junctions with standard traffic 
patterns. And instead of exiting 
the game to get online, you can 
find friends and issue challenges 
with just a button tap. 

But fear not longtime fans, 
the classic Burnout elements 
are all here: a scorching sense 
of speed, aggressive computer 
opponents and cars that still 
run after shocking damage. 
Because there’s nothing 
sweeter than seeing the 
pancaked hood of your car 
cross the finish line in a shower 
of debris, sparks flying from 
your dangling bumper. 

At least on a TV. 


While the virtual aquarium aspect Is 
certainly pleasing — especially during a 
dark Canadian January — there are also 
missions to complete. With your dive boat 
as a base, you search for exotic items, lead 
tours and even make some finny friends. 
Anyone else suddenly hungry for sushi? 


liner | notes 


: 
mi τα 
ΒΝ 
ΓΘ 


ΤΗ 


ruce Springsteen has 
B xe with them, writer 

Nick Hornby occasionally 
joins them on stage to read one 
of his essays before they 
perform, and Stephen King 
called them “the best rock band 
in America that nobody knows.” 

They are Marah, led by 

Singer/songwriter Dave Bielanko, 
who formed the band in 1993. 
Originating out of Philadelphia, 
Marah has produced six 
rambunctious rock ’n’ roll 
albums that feature lick-happy 
guitars, folksy banjos, wailing 
harmonicas and anything 
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Bielanko and his band mates 
can think of to liven up the 
proceedings. 

Marah’s seventh CD, Angels of 
Destruction, lands January 8th. 
And while many bands hit a 
creative rut after 15 years of 
making music, Bielanko feels his 
group Is just beginning to gel. 

“Seven records into our 
career and we feel like we are 
getting a lot better at what we 
do, and | can’t think of many 
bands that could say that, 
usually they start to fall apart 
by then,” says a tired-sounding 
Bielanko over his cellphone 


from the band’s tour bus. 
(Marah played a gig in Glasgow, 
Scotland, the night before 

and are on the road south 

to Newcastle.) 

“We were sort of feeling born 
again, and that whole good and 
evil concept started to fight its 
way through on this record. 

As a writer, when you get into 
more of the religious themes 

it builds up a whole new way 
to look at whatever petty sh-t 
is happening tn your life, 

but ina much more lofty way.” 

Bielanko enjoys the fact 
Marah attracts a certain celebrity 


STEPS UP 


While 15-year-old Miley Cyrus — a.k.a. Hannah | 
Montana — plays sold-out stadiums and sells a 
gazillion plastic guitars, 17-year-old Amanda Shaw | 
quietly goes about making far superior music. | 

The New Orleans-based teen started playing the 
fiddle at age four, performed with an orchestra at | 
seven and has starred in two Disney TV movies. But | 
she turned her back on an acting career to concentrate | 
on music, which has paid off with the release of her ! 
second CD, Pretty Runs Out (available January 15). | 

Channeling Shania Twain’s sass and Emmylou Harris’s_! 
earnestness, Shaw demonstrates a deft writing touch on | 
the album’s title track, a self-esteem anthem. —IR | 
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following, but it’s the group’s 
hardcore fans that keep him 
pumped about his job. 

“We've been a really weird 
band. People of great f--cking 
stature and caliber have said 
‘Holy f--k, you guys are really 
doing something,’ and then 
there’s snotty indie music critics 
that say we are pedestrian. 

“The people who get Lour 
music] are absolutely over-the- 
top, freak-out fans, and other 
people, it goes right by them. 
Our fans, for the most part, are 
Supermusic snobs, they’re not 
like casual music fans, music 
means everything to them and 
for us to have that affect on 
them is something.” 

—Ingrid Randoja 


this 


RADIOHEAD 


In Rainbows >> January 1 
If you chose not to 
download Radiohead’s 
seventh album a few 
months back here’s your 
chance to pick it up 

via one of those old- 
fashioned CD thingies. 


TEENAGE 
BOTTLEROCKET 
Warning Device >> January 8 
Imagine a slightly more 
poppy version of the 
Ramones and you've got 
Teenage Bottlerocket, 


four guys from Laramie, 
Wyoming, who know how 
to play a few chords 
really, really well. 


CAT POWER 


Jukebox >> January 22 
In 2000, the velvet- 
voiced Power released 
The Covers Record and 
now she’s back with her 
second covers CD, this 
time focusing on 
signature tunes from 
notables such as Frank 
Sinatra (“New York”) 
and Hank Williams 
(“Ramblin’ (Wo)man”) 


on|dvd 


GO HOME WITH 


ie 


Cds€o 


BY MARNI WEISZ 


τ [ΟΠ 


3:10 TO YUMA 

JANUARY 8, $30 

Just when you thought it was 
safe to stop liking Russell Crowe, 
the tempestuous thespian 
comes out with this intriguing 
western, all hardscrabble, 
rough and complicated. 

Crowe plays bad guy 
Ben Wade, a gang leader 
wanted for multiple murders 
and robberies. 

Wade’s foil in this second 
cinematic adaptation of the 
Elmore Leonard short story is 
Dan Evans, played by 
Christian Bale. (The first 
version came out in 1957, 
and starred Glenn Ford as Evans 
and Van Heflin as Wade.) 

Evans Is having a rough 
time making it as a rancher, 
50 agrees to join a posse 
that’s escorting the recently 
apprehended Wade to the city 
of Contention, where a train 


RESIDENT EVIL: EXTINCTION 
Milla Jovovich, Oded Fehr 
Russell Mulcahy (Resurrection) 

In this third movie to spring from 
the Resident Evil videogames, zombie 
hunter Alice (Jovovich), one of the few 
humans still unaffected by the T-virus, 
tries to lead a convoy of other survivors to 
safety in Alaska. But first they’ll have to get 
through Vegas, baby, where — in this 
dystopian future — the dangers are far worse 
than hookers and 25-cent shrimp cocktails. 

“Alice Vision: Preproduction,” 


will take him to Yuma. There, 
it’s assumed, he will be tried 
and hanged. 

This is director James 
Mangold’s first feature film 
since 2005’s Walk the Line 
earned five Oscar nominations, 
including a win for Reese 
Witherspoon. Look for nice 
performances by some of 
3:10 to Yuma’s supporting cast 


devoted underling. 


“Bigger, Faster, Stronger: The Undead 
Evolve,” “Vegas Visual Effects: Miniatures” 


SHOOT ἘΜ UP 

Clive Owen, 
Monica Bellucci 

Michael Davis 

(Monster Man) 

Ach, who needs a 
story when you have 86 
minutes of Clive Owen 
being chased by men with 
guns? If we must. Owen plays Mr. Smith, 
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as well, including Peter Fonda 
as a bounty hunter and 

Ben Foster (X-Men's Angel) 

as Charlie Prince, Wade’s 


The DVD’s bonus material 
includes Mangold’s audio 


Ν 4 
* ssell Crowe (left) 


and Chad Brummett 
¢ Inset: Logan Lerman (left) 
with Christian Bale 


commentary, a making-of 
documentary called 
“Destination Yuma,” deleted 
scenes, and a couple of 
featurettes — “Outlaws, Gangs 
and Posses” and “Mythology of 
the Western.” 


who witnesses a gang of thugs trying to kill 
a pregnant woman. He delivers the baby, 
only to have mom die. So he takes said 
baby and enlists a lactating prostitute 
(Bellucci) to help him take care of it, all 
the while trying to figure out who those 
baddies chasing him with guns are and 
why they want that baby dead. 


EAGLE VS SHARK 
Loren Horsley, Jemaine Clement 
Taika Waititi (Futile Attraction) 
Two geeky oddballs — waitress 


| SUNSHINE. 


Lily (Horsley) and video store clerk 

Jarrod (Clement) — get together at a 
“dress as your favourite animal” party and 
seem destined to find nerd love. But 
Jarrod’s 10-year obsession with getting 
revenge on a high school bully may get in 
the way. deleted scenes, 
commentary track, outtakes, “Gone 
Fishing” music video 


SUNSHINE 

Cillian Murphy, 

Michelle Yeoh 
Danny Boyle 
(Trainspotting) 

The sun Is dying 
and the only way to save our 
solar system Is for a crew of astronauts 
(Murphy, Yeoh, Chris Evans, Rose Byrne) 
to travel to our big star and reignite it 
with a nuclear bomb. Problem Is, 
one crew has already tried...and that didn’t 
work out too well. Will crew number two 
fare any better? director 
commentary, alternate ending, 
deleted scenes 


GOOD LUCK CHUCK 

Jessica Alba, 

Dane Cook 
Mark Helfrich 
(debut) 

When he was 11 
years old, Charlie (Cook) 
rebuffed the advances of a Goth girl. So, 
she put a hex on him: Every woman he slept 
with would leave him and immediately find 
the man of her dreams. Years later, word of 
Charlie’s unusual power has spread and 
women are lining up to sleep with him. But 
when he meets a woman he actually likes 
(Alba) he’s terrified to become intimate, 
fearing she too will leave him as soon as 
the deed Is done. 


MR. WOODCOCK 
Seann William Scott, Billy Bob Thornton 
Craig Gillespie 
(Lars and the Real Girl) 
It took years for John Farley (Scott) 
to recover from the torture and teasing he 
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suffered at the hands of his high school 
gym teacher Mr. Woodcock (Thornton). But 
recover he did, to the point where he’s now 
a successful self-help author. But all of 
that newfound self-esteem Is put to the 
test when Farley discovers his mother 
(Susan Sarandon) is about to marry that 
sadistic Mr. Woodcock. 


SHAKE HANDS WITH THE DEVIL 

Roy Dupuis, James Gallanders 

Roger Spottiswoode 

(Ripley Under Ground) 

Dupuis stars as Lieutenant General 
Roméo Dallaire, the Canadian commander 
of UN forces in Rwanda circa 1994, when 
a civil war led to genocide. Based on 
Dallaire’s own autobiography, the film 
traces his largely futile attempts to stop 
the killing as he’s bound by endless red 
tape and bureaucracy. 

commentary track featuring 

Spottiswoode and Dallaire, photo gallery, 
autographed photo of Dupuis and Dallaire 
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HOROSCOPE | BY DAN LIEBMAN 


Kevin Costner turns 53 


December 23 τ January 20 

Your idealistic leanings emerge as you 
champion a cause or become Involved in a 
political or some other campaign. 
Surroundings at work seem less tense, but 
it could be a false feeling. You can profit 
financially from an idea with which you've 
been tinkering. 


January 21 5 February 19 


February 20 5 March 20 

You’re drawn to more mature individuals. 
At the same time, your sense of adventure 
heightens. It’s a good month to line up 
travel plans and travel buddies. You find 
yourself centre stage, unusual for Pisces, 
and enjoy the attention tremendously. 


March 21 >< April 20 

You seem to have wandered into a foreign 
film without subtitles. Family activities are 
going on everywhere, but you have trouble 
making sense of them. Enjoy fewer 
restrictions at work. Mid-month Is ideal for 
any task that involves reporting. 


April 21 τὰ May 22 

You often start several jobs before finishing 
one, but your current concentration level Is 
extremely high. By the 31st, you can look 
back on a significant achievement. You feel 
trapped by acommitment. The longer you 
wait, the harder it is to wriggle out of it. 


May 23 7 June 21 

Stay on good terms with temperamental 
relatives, you'll need them on your side. 
Health and financial issues require a 
Specialist, ask questions and take notes. 
Spruce up your wardrobe with quality 
items. And plan on rubbing shoulders with 
a celebrity. 


June 22 τὰ July 22 

An adrenalin boost gets the year off to a 
supercharged start, but focus on serious 
items and not just the fun stuff. Your 
recent interpretation of a family scene 
proves to be on the mark. Weigh pros and 
cons before deciding whether to hold out 
for a plum assignment. 


July 23 τὰ August 22 

Ideas are fertile, an adversary is out of 

the picture, and the timing Is right to get 
back to a pet project. You become involved 
in the finances of others. Count on putting 
in added hours when a team member 
Steps down. 


August 23 τὰ September 22 
Your popularity climbs this month, but 
don’t get by on wit and charisma alone. 
Start the year by doing good deeds and 
being a better listener. Be sure that you 
and a travel companion are on the same 
page. You’re more comfortable dealing 
with authority figures. 


September 23 τ October 22 
Peace-loving Libra should prepare for a 
confrontation with someone who's been 
making life difficult. After a long quest, 
you gain access to important information. 
Late month is excellent for interviews 
and auditions. A larger-than-life role 

is within reach. 


October 23 τς November 21 
There’s someone, or something, new in 
your world. It could be anything from a 
neighbour to a puppy, but it has a major 
influence on you. You’re more objective 
about practical things, and It’s a good time 
to take stock of health and career. 


November 22 τ December 22 
Education continues to play an important 
part in your life as you make a strong 
impression on those you teach or mentor. 
Dealings with difficult people, neighbours 
especially, require a more imaginative 
Strategy. 


BIRTHDAYS 


Verne Troyer 
Cuba Gooding Jr. 


Kirstie Alley 
Julia Louis-Dreyfus 


Rutger Hauer 
Nastassja Kinski 


Mel Gibson Faye Dunaway Alicia Keys 


Julia Ormond 


Andrea Martin 


Ellen DeGeneres 


Enjoyatinel BIG sereen with your little one. 


tars 
STROLLERS 


4 


with forn Optimum” 


OY MOL 


"} 


4 screenings. every.week - 

>. 2-film options offered-every week” 

ΧΕ baby friendly environment: 
strotler:parking available 


( lowered volume levels 
4 dimmed lighting 
For locations and showtimes 
τς 660 to cineplex.com | 


entertainment 


Robert Duvall Kate Moss Alan Cumming 


After recent twists, a relationship takes 

a turn in the right direction. You establish 
a reputation as a pioneer thanks to 
innovative work strategies. If an 
opportunity comes along to perform in 
front of a crowd, grab it, even if that’s 
one of your phobias. 


Rowan Atkinson Jim Carrey Elijah Wood 


Kevin Costner 
Dolly Parton 


Nicolas Cage 
David Bowie 
Imelda Staunton David Lynch 
Rod Stewart Geena Davis 
Amanda Peet Diane Lane 


Oprah Winfrey 
Christian Bale 
Minnie Driver 


® Cineplex Entertainment LP or used under license. *Film options may be reduced to one per week during Summer months and holidays. 
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“In America, you turn * 
18 and It’s like, ‘All right, you’re on your ὁ ὃ 9) 
own. Have a nice life.’ Other cultures 
have medicine men, wise men, elders. itd 


Why wouldn’t you want to know how your 
mind works? If you can find a gifted 
therapist it’s amazing.” 

“Of course | 
believe in therapy. | see a shrink on an 
as-needed basis.” 


“Because of good 
meade See «<> EACH FRIDAY AT NOON, WE'LL SEND YOU ci 
That’ hing | f being | -- —_ a 
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behind my actions.” 


has been so incredibly ae a <> [3 Ξ Τ bt Ξ “AS 91 TE ΞΟ] TT [0 A N - ἢ Ξ R C () IR IR EC ἃ ἢ [LY 
| wasn’t going to tell anyone, to talk - — = - ἡ "πα 
about such a personal thing, But then FOR A CHANCE TO WIN GREAT PRIZES 


“Pye always felt this about Le a who cares? Lots of people go to therapy. 
psychotherapy: I’m a bad sd You realize why you operate in certain 
clarinet player, and | once ways. | probably wouldn’t have a career 


brought πε ὟΝ | ; at all if | didn’t do therapy.” > M0) 3}. MOVIE | TRIVIA Ι.. AS T$ J US hb | T 4 


have it overhauled.... THe jee ΄᾿Ὶ͵; Ὁ ΟΟ ΠΌΤΕ. τ δοεοξοἬοςἼσοὀξεξΕἰεὀξαάααἼ͵ὺῦῃῦὶςΣ .  -.ς. 
guy did a beautiful job, and } “| needed help because Ν Ι- Ι- ICS ς 0 " J )2 RY A N ᾿ |? Ι.: AY N 0) Ν l 
| came back and said to him, | was such a perfectionist. | was in so io 

‘Will I play better now?’ And much pain, and therapy helped.” 

he said, ‘Yes, but not as much ye ᾽ἈἨἈ ᾽ο-ώἢοὐ τς 

as you’d like to.’ That’s the ' “I do my own 

exact same thing with : | 

psychoanalysis. One hopes 
it’s going to solve all your 
problems, and it really 
doesn’t solve any of them, 
but it does help.” 


therapy. | once had a therapist in school 
who wanted to blame all my problems, 
everything, on my family. That was the 
end of my therapy. Today, if | need to 
work things out | drive a car around for 
a few hours.” 

“You don’t realize how 
useful a therapist is until you see one and 
discover you have more problems than you 
ever dreamed of.” 


CINEPLEX ADMIT ONE 


“Therapy has 
helped me immensely. My therapist said, 
‘When the people who are supposed to 
introduce you to trust are not there, you 
have a problem finding trust for the rest 
of your life.’ | totally get that. | realized 
| had to figure it all out for myself, and 
that takes 10 times longer.” 
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UNE ENTREE CINEPLEX 


play.cineplex.com 


“It has helped 
me tremendously. | am more relaxed now.” 


$2.50 per game, where one game equals ten questions. For Standard Games, standard text messaging 


entertainment ® Cineplex es itertainment LP or used under license 
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FROCK ZEDDElIN 
on your onone. 


Download full Led Zeppelin tracks, Images 
and ringtones. Exclusively from TELUS. 


-Ζ TELUS 


the future Is friendly? 


Music downloads are available on select phones and only in Wireless 
High Speed (EVDO) and digital 1X coverage areas. © 2007 TELUS. 


